Scenario 

The purpose of this study was to determine if non-disabled students at Jefferson Davis High School possessed negative attitudes toward disabled students.

92 students were randomly selected from the school’s population of 750 students.  

The participants were then given a standardized test, the Lazar’s Attitudes Toward Handicapped Individuals scale.  The reliability coefficients for the scale ranged from .71 to .90 with a mean of .79

Results from this study suggest that the non-disable students who participated in the research did have negative attitudes toward disabled students. 

Answers to Scenario

Type of design-- The research is descriptive because it describes the attributes of a group of people and groups are not being created

Hypothesis, objective, or question— To determine if non-disabled students at Jefferson Davis High School possessed negative attitudes toward disabled students.

Generalization—Although the sample was randomly selected I do not feel comfortable generalizing the results of this study because it was a small sample and little demographics were given.  We were only told that they attended the school.  The researcher should have included the age, grade level, sex, and race.

Strengths and threats

External

Population validity—Random sample (strength).  Small sample size (Threat)

Demographics—Is a threat because the only information we are given is the fact that they attend Jefferson Davis High School.  More information could have been given such as age, grade level, sex, and race.

Ecological validity—Not a threat because it takes place in the regular classroom setting.

Internal

Instrumentation—(strength) We are told that Lazar’s Attitudes Toward Handicapped Individuals scale is a standardized instrument.  The researcher also quotes the reliability coefficients.

Appropriate use of inferential statistics—PEPE generates discrete data because it is measuring rates and frequency of occurrence.  Therefore a non-parametric statistic must be used.

Mortality—Not a threat because we are not told that anyone dropped out of the study.

Ethical problems—The are no apparent ethical problems because no harm was done to the participants.

